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Jesus or Barabbas?  

Matthew 27:15-26 

 

Summary: This passage of scripture is about the crowd choosing a 

notorious prisoner, Barabbas, rather than Jesus.  

******* 

 

Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the 

people any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16 At that time they were 

holding a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. 17 So when the people 

gathered together, Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to 

release for you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?" 18 For he 

knew that because of envy they had handed Him over.19 While he was 

sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message, saying, 

"Have nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night I suffered 

greatly in a dream because of Him." 20 But the chief priests and the 

elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put Jesus to 

death. 21 But the governor said to them, "Which of the two do you 

want me to release for you?" And they said, "Barabbas." 22 Pilate 

said* to them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" 

They all said*, "Crucify Him!" 23 And he said, "Why, what evil has 

He done?" But they kept shouting all the more, saying, 

"Crucify Him!"24 When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing 

nothing, but rather that a riot was starting, he took water and washed 

his hands in front of the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of this Man's 

blood; see to that yourselves." 25 And all the people said, "His blood 

shall be on us and on our children!" 26 Then he released Barabbas 

for them; but after having Jesus scourged, he handed Him over to be 

crucified. 
 

Q & A  

 

1) Notice that in v17 Pilate gives the people a choice. They can choose 

Jesus or Barabbas. The can choose a righteous man or a man of 

notorious reputation known for causing trouble.  

 Chat about the choice that is ours of whether or not to believe 

in Jesus.  

 What does your denomination teach about: unconditional 

election; limited atonement and irresistible grace?  

 

2) V18 informs us that it was because of envy that Jesus was handed 

over to Pilate.  

 Chat about ‘spiritual envy’. What is the difference between 

‘envy’ and ‘admiration’?  

 

 

3) 1 Cor 12:27-31 is about spiritual gifts. The passage is closed with 

the statement: ‘earnestly desire the greater gifts.’  

 Is it possible to ‘earnestly desire’ something without ‘coveting’ 

and ‘envying’ for it? If so, how so?  

 

4) In v19 Pilate’s wife tried to dissuade him from getting involved 

with Jesus but Pilate did not listen to her. He was persuaded by the 

chief priests and elders and crowds.  

 Chat about men not listening to the good advice of their wives.  

 Ponder the sovereignty of God in Pilates choice to listen to 

others rather than his wife.  

  

5) Isn’t it interesting that the event begins with Pilate wanting to earn 

favor from the people by releasing a prisoner, an annual pardon. 

Somehow, things shift to releasing a prisoner and executing Jesus.  

 Was Pilate trying to earn ‘double favor’ by doing both things?  
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 Was Pilate trying to appease an unruly crowd and keep peace 

in the kingdom?  

 Consider together how events can sometimes escalate out of 

control rather quickly. When they do, where is God in it all?  

 

6) Pilate gives the people three chances to release Jesus, v17, 21, 22. 

In each instance they choose Barabbas.  

 What kind of spiritual parallels and applications might we draw 

from the three chances?  

 

7) By washing his hands, Pilate is demonstrating his own innocence in 

the matter of executing Jesus. He has given the people multiple 

opportunities to choose Jesus but to no avail. So, he washed his hands 

of the matter.  

 It could be said that Pilate’s wife did what she could to change 

the outcome as did Pilate.  

 Chat about coming to the place where you have done what you 

can to help in a matter and finally leave it all in the hands of the Lord. 

Has this happened to you? Would you share it with the group? 

 Pray for someone in your group who may be coming to their 

wits end about a matter.  

 

8) Some people find it alarming to read v25 where the people call out 

to let Jesus’ blood fall on them and on their children. Obviously, they 

did not realize fully what they were doing, at least we hope not.  

 How determined must a person have been to accept the guilt 

and consequences of executing a man and passing both the guilt and 

consequences on to their own children as well. Their hearts were hard. 

Their minds were made up.  

 Do you think that the chief priests, elders and crowds knew the 

extent of their actions? How does Luke 23:34 fit into this 

conversation?  

9) The scourging of Jesus is briefly mentioned in v26 and could be 

easily missed. This punishment involved a severe beating with a whip 

which was so severe that sometimes people died in the process.  

 Take a few moments to describe the scourging of Jesus.  

 Why did Jesus endure such a punishment?  

  

10) Based on this event, what do we learn about the ‘mob mentality’?  

 

 

 

What do we learn about God from this passage?  

 

What do we learn about ourselves from this passage?  

 

What one main truth am I taking away from this study?  

 

 

 

 

 


